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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from page 1





 John encouraged his fellow Christians, "My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth" (1 John 3:18). And Jesus said, "If you love Me, keep My commandments" (John 14:15). If our love does not show up in obedience, it can hardly be called love. We must always comply with our conscience and obey however much or little we may know of His will.


     Worship. Both love and obedience must come together in our worship of God. He is seeking those who will worship Him, as Jesus said, in "spirit" and in "truth" (John 4:23). We must offer our reverence to God from the heart, with genuine love, and we must also honor Him by obedient actions that are consistent with His truth. But when real love and real obedience come together in real worship, we get a taste of what real life would be for a creature made in God's image.





"To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God,�to open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of God."


William Temple





(Word Point, Gary Henry)





			JP





Gathered with His disciples at the end of that grueling Tuesday before His death Jesus concludes a year of teaching by parables with a compelling vision of universal judgment (Matthew 25:31-46).  Jesus' stories had all along been pointing to a conclusion, a final time of accounting, which would be pregnant for all with either tragedy or joy.


     Several commentators speak of this saying of Jesus as the parable of the sheep and the goats though it is not a parable in the conventional sense.  It is more a poetic description of the prophecy Jesus had spoken earlier that year at Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:27), however rich with analogy His language, He is speaking of a real event.


     But what does it mean?  It is surrounded by controversy.  Is Jesus speaking of a universal judgment of Christians only? Of non-Christians only? Or both?  Are we to understand, as social gospelers delightedly conclude that the sole basis of eternal judgment is how you treat the poor and distressed?  Does faith in God and the Son not count?  Does immorality not count?  Is false doctrine of no concern?  A careful look at what is said here along with all that Jesus and the apostles have taught should answer these questions


It was characteristic of Palestinian shepherds to pasture sheep with goats and at needful times to separate them.  The metaphor of shepherd and sheep for God and His people was often used in the Old Testament (Psalm 23, 100:3; 





The very opposite being true (Matthew 12:31; John 8:24; 14:6)


What the Lord is doing here is focusing in on selfishness and lack of compassion as a character trait that will cost its owner eternal life with a merciful and selfless Christ and put him in an eternal hell with a merciless and prideful devil.  This illustration was never intended to be exhaustive.  It was intended to emphasize the importance of practical righteousness as opposed to mere ecclesiastical piety.  An ungodly professing, church-going person is still an ungodly person.  A lack of mercy reflects no sense of mercy received and a heart that has never been crucified with Christ.  (Of course it must also be said that a compassionate unbeliever is still lost in His faithless disobedience.)


     In this very spirit James warns those who take great pride in hearing God's word and never practicing it and professing great faith but never living it (James 1,2).  Faith, he says, is vital and expressive.  When he illustrates what that means:  "Pure and undefiled religion before God is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world" (1:27) we need to realize that compassion is critical to acceptance with the Son of God; but we should not blunder into thinking that such is all there is to being a disciple of Jesus (James 2:10-12; 4:7-10).


     The Teacher's parables are ended.  There waits now the time when He will come in judgment.  Then it will be determined whether or not we have understood Him.





					





The Final Crisis of the Parables


By Paul Earnhart





"When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.  All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.  And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. (Matthew 25:31-33)








Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-15) and is used by Jesus to describe His own relation to His disciples (John 10).


In His illustration in Matthew 25, however, Jesus speaks of sheep and goats; and though the Lord seems to have specially focused His two preceding parables on the disciples. There is no reason to believe that in these verses He has anything other in mind by "all the nations" than in Matthew 28:19 ("Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations") or Luke 24:47 ("and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations…").  All nations are to be judged for the simple reason that the gospel has been preached to all.


     And the basis of this great judgment?  It seems to be wholly focused on each person's treatment of distressed and burdened people: To the "righteous" (sheep) on His right He says:  "for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to me", and then to the "cursed" (goats) on His left the very opposite (vv. 34-43).


     To interpret this unusual parable of judgment as exhaustive would be a very grave mistake. Such would suggest that Christ had no concern for our treatment of the rich and comfortable, or was indifferent to blasphemy, unbelief and false teaching as well as drunkenness, sexual immorality and dishonesty. 





Love, Obey, Worship


But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  (John 4:23)


     There are three key concepts that summarize our privileges and our responsibilities with respect to God: we are to love Him, obey Him, and worship Him. Each of these is a powerful concept. But we must be careful about their power. Given our tendency to focus on some important things to the exclusion of other important things, we need to be warned against cutting any of these three things off from the others. It is only when we pay healthy attention to all three that they move us toward the relationship with God that we desire.


     Love. Here is the heart of the matter, as Jesus defined it (Matthew 22:34-40). It would be hard to overstate the importance of having love as our motive in dealing with God and with others. In language that is almost astonishing, the apostle Paul wrote, "And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing" (1 Corinthians 13:3). Such is the radical necessity of love.


    Obey. As important as love is, all the love that 


a person might have for God would be of little use without obedience. 		Cont. on page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother. Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Courtney Smith and her health problems. 


Bro. Jack Green Sis. Joyce Green. ; Bro. Malcolm Smith 


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


Say good by to Libby as she moves away 


this week.


______________________________





Lady's Bible Class


Second Monday of the Month


At 7:30 PM


 


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader---Ross Statham


Lord's Supper---Jeremy Green


   Asst. 1-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 2-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 3-----David Brown


   Asst. 4-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 5-----Zachary Huff


2nd Prayer----David Holmes


Read Scripture---Rick Hulsey


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Michael Burke


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Steven Tramell





Special Service


Conducted by Steve Huff





Lord's Supper----Jeremy Green


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Ken Gay


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steven Tramell


Invitation---Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Malcolm Smith





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














